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Flotilla Island, 2390 Johnson Marina Road, Chapin, SC 
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Visit us online at 

www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com 

 

Newsletter Publisher/Editor: Barbara Burchfield 
Newsletter Staff:  John Mezynski, Russell Jernigan, Calvin 
Bowen 
 
LAKE MURRAY MARINER is the official newsletter of the U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 12-3 and is intended as a publica-

tion to keep the membership apprised of the activities of the 

Auxiliary. All articles and photographs submitted must be con-

sistent with the policies of the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary and 

may not be returned. 

Personal information of members is protected by the Privacy Act 

of 1974. The use of these rosters, addresses and telephone 

numbers on any computer or online service including the Internet 

is prohibited by the Act. 

2015  FLOTILLA 12-3 LEADERSHIP & STAFF OFFICERS 
 
Flotilla Commander       Festus Burchfield 
Vice Commander       Clay Goodwin 
 
Flotilla Staff Officers: 
Communications        Kenneth Plesser 
Communication Services      Barbara Burchfield 
Diversity         Peggy Plesser 
Finance          Barbara Burchfield 
Human Resources        Festus Burchfield 
Information Systems Michael Mikutaitis 
Marine Safety Scott Iverson  
Materials Michael Mikutaitis 
Member Training Barbara Burchfield 
Operations Festus Burchfield 
Public Affairs Bill Lindsay 
Publications Barbara Burchfield  
Public Education Kent McCoin 
Program Visitors-RBS Scott Iverson 
Secretary/Records        Lucy Wingard 
Vessel Examinations        Clay Goodwin 

 
On the cover:  40th Auxiliary Anniversary celebration for  
C. Russell Jernigan  at the flotilla Change of Watch on De-
cember 1, 2014.  
 
Photo by  Calvin Bowen 

INFORMED    INFORMED            ENGAGED    ENGAGED            VALUEDVALUED  
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Flotilla Commander - Festus Burchfield 
 

Thanks to all who were able to attend the flotilla Change of Watch December 1st.  The evening was fun 
and memorable with the installation of 2015 staff officers and presentation of awards, certificates and 
appointments.   It was good to see you all and thanks to everyone who pitched in to help. We  appreciate 
U.S. Coast Guard Station Charleston’s BMC John Palmer and his wife Kimberly for joining us, as well as Al 
Crothers, in his last month as DCDR .  Al has been appointed District Staff Officer-Member Training  for 
2015.    

 
A highlight of the evening was the presentation of a framed Auxilia-

ry Member Service Award to Russell Jernigan for his 40 years of ser-
vice in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, along with a cake and a model of  
USCG Eagle from my wife and me.  Russ continues to offer  his 
knowledge, assistance and a helping hand to the rest of us.  Many 
thanks to his wife Janice for supporting him and the Auxiliary all these 
years.   

 

Chief Palmer presented Coast Guard Meritorious Team Commenda-
tion awards and ribbons to members of the “National Safe Boating 
Week Team”: Festus Burchfield, Barbara Burchfield, John Byers, Don-
ald Carty (retired), Susan Carty (resigned 10/2014), Clayton Goodwin, 
Russell Jernigan, Billy Lindsay, Kent McCoin, John Mezynski, Michael 
Mikutaitis, Peggy Peterson, and Kenneth Plesser. 

BMC Palmer presented Coast Guard Meritorious Team Commendation awards and ribbons to members 
of the “Operations Training Team”:  Festus Burchfield, Barbara Burchfield, Billy Lindsay, Roger Deaton, 
Russell Jernigan, Stephen Pstrak, Kenneth Ushelbec and Lucy Wingard.  Members participated in  or sup-
ported the Coast Guard training weekend 29-31 AUG hosted by Flotilla 12-3 for  boat crews from 4 flotillas 
in 2 divisions.  This training was the first of its kind in the division. 

In November we attended the Lake Murray Safety Consortium meeting  with our boating safety part-
ners SCDNR, Richland and Lexington County Sheriffs Departments, Lake Murray Association, Lake Murray 
Power Squadron and others.  We completed the annual inventory of Auxiliary equipment.  Thanks to Clay 
Goodwin, Lucy Wingard and Barbara Burchfield for helping with the inventory, cleaning  and reorganiza-
tion of the storage van and radio cabinet.  Also, thanks to Scott Iverson and Clay Goodwin  who assisted on 
07 DEC with repositioning the flotilla boat from the lift to the trailer for the winter months.   

 
2015 District Commodore Bob Weskerna has shared his “watch words” with us.  We find these words 

are  commensurate with our  commitments to the flotilla membership and will do our best to live up to 
them:  Informed - Engaged - Valued 

 
Flotilla Staff Officers and members are asked to meet at Monday  December 29 at 1300 at the Lexington 

Main Library Conference Room #1 to finalize dates and events for the coming year.  Please attend this 
important meeting (appropriate civilian dress).   The  monthly evening meeting is cancelled.  

 
As the year ends, we  thank you for your service and wish you and your family a very happy, healthy 

and prosperous New Year.     
 

Janice and Russ Jernigan 
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Vessel Examinations - Clay Goodwin, FSO-VE 
 
We have 190 Vessel Exam decals for 2015 assigned to Flotilla 12-3 from 
the Auxiliary National Supply Center.  The allocation is based on prior year 
performance, which in our case was 166 exams performed by June 30, 
2014, the baseline date set for performance.   
 
Flotilla 12-3 currently has 8 qualified Vessel Examiners:  Barbara Burch-
field, Festus Burchfield, Rafael Fernandez, Clay Goodwin, Scott Iverson, 
John Mezynski, Michael Mikutaitis, and Burnette Sheffield.   
 

If you want to become qualified and certified as a Vessel Examiner, contact me.   We will have Ves-
sel Safety Check days at Fort Jackson and local marinas around the lake.    

Member Training - Barbara Burchfield, FSO-MT 
 
2014 was a good year for the flotilla.  We added 4 new Vessel Examiners and 3 new Program Visi-
tors.   Although the final numbers aren’t in yet,  there were a record number of hours in classrooms, 
online and on-water member training events.  Highlight of the year was the three day boat crew 
training  weekend in August with active duty from Coast Guard Station Charleston and three other 
flotillas.  Flotilla 12-3 members who supported and participated in the operations training received 
the Coast Guard Unit Commendation award and ribbon. 
 
Newly developed PowerPoint presentations will be released this spring allowing some online classes 
to be held in a classroom setting, which is a lot more fun and engaging.  Webinars are also becoming 
a standard platform for delivering courses such as the AUXOP specialty courses.   Look for more of 
these programs and training opportunities as plans for 2015 get firmed up.    

Operations - Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 
 
The final patrols of the year were 04 DEC and 07 DEC.  Operational facility “Voyager” completed 25 
patrols under orders from Coast Guard Station Charleston.    
 
With the help of  Boat Crew trainees Clay Goodwin and Scott Iverson, Richard Behling (Flotilla 12-1 
Lake Marion), and Barbara Burchfield  we  repositioned the flotilla boat from the boat lift, brought 
it  from a stern tow to a side tow to Lighthouse Marina, and trailered it back to the island.  Overall, it 
was a great training exercise while completing the maintenance task of storing the boat for the win-
ter.   
 
As a reminder, the flotilla owned boat is out of service, pending insurance requirements and facility 
inspection. It is undergoing maintenance checks and  servicing in the winter.  
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Communication Services - Barbara Burchfield, FSO-CS 
 

 
I happened across three new postings concerning social media on the District 7 website:  LinkedIn 
Smart  Card, Twitter Smart Card, and Social Media - What to Post.  Find them here:  http://
d7help.cgaux.org/   These cards contain information specific to your personal accounts and secu-
rity when using social media.  Give it a look.  
 

In my morning mail I receive several subscriptions to internet security ser-
vices.  All are issuing warnings of  malware, phishing, and other devious acts 
of cybercrime all intended to steal your personal information and eventually 
your money and/or identity.  Pay careful attention that you don’t get caught 
in their web.  This is one of the reasons  we do not include member phone 
numbers or email addresses in our newsletters.   
 
Members can find archived newsletters and meeting minutes on the flotilla 

website in the Member Zone:  www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com  Log in with your AUX ID and pass-
word.   

Communication Services - Barbara Burchfield, FSO-CS 
 
 
 

Public Education - Kent McCoin, FSO-PE 
 
 
We held two About Boating Safely courses in 2014 with 39 students, the 2nd 
highest number of students in Division 12 for the year’s ABS courses.  Flotilla 
12-6 East Cooper had the highest participation in their monthly courses with 
115 students.   
 
District 7 has issued a Public Education challenge  for 2015 to increase the 
number of students completing boating safety classes over the prior year.  We 
are planning three ABS classes during 2015 with dates to be announced soon.  

National Training Meeting 2015 

St. Louis, MO 

January 25 - Feb 1, 2015 

 
Complete schedule  &  training Information at:   
http://cgauxa.org/ntrain.php  

http://d7help.cgaux.org
http://d7help.cgaux.org
http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com
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JAN 01   Happy New Year, Everyone! 
  

JAN 17   Division 12 Meeting & Change of Watch 

   Litchfield  Beach and Golf Resort , 14276 Ocean Highway at Pawley’s Island/ 
   Litchfield Beach, SC 
 

JAN 26  Flotilla Meeting 1900 at Flotilla Island, end of Johnson Marina Rd, Chapin 

 Soup Cook-Off at 1800.  Bring your favorite soup, stew or chili to share - You might 

win the mystery prize! 
 

JAN25-FEB01 National Training & Meeting, St. Louis, Mo.  http://cgauxa.org/ntrain.php 

 

FEB 13-15    Columbia Boat Show at the State Fairgrounds in Columbia 

   Flotilla 12-3 participates in the Lake Murray Association booth 
 

FEB 23  Flotilla Meeting 1900 at Flotilla Island, end of Johnson Marina Road, Chapin 

    

MAR 27-29 Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic at the State Fairgrounds in Columbia 

   Feature: Captain Wild Bill from Discovery Channel’s “Deadliest Catch” 
   http://www.dnr.sc.gov/psc/attractions.html  
 

MAR 30  Flotilla Meeting 1900 at Flotilla Island, end of Johnson Marina Road, Chapin 

 

APR 11  Division 12 Meeting 

 

APR 27  Flotilla Meeting 1900 at Flotilla Island, end of Johnson Marina Road, Chapin 

 

MAY 02   South Caroline Boating Fatalities Memorial Service, Lexington 

 

MAY 16-22  National Safe Boating Week 

 
 

 
SPECIAL MEMBER TRAINING EVENTS, PUBLIC EDUCATION CLASSES, VESSEL SAFETY CHECK DAYS, AND POT-
LUCKS WILL BE ANNOUNCED SOON - CHECK YOUR EMAIL BOX. 

 Special dates & events 

Mark your calendars! 
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Change  

of  

Watch 

12-01-2014 

Photos by John Mezynski, Barbara Burchfield and Calvin Bowen. 
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From Rescued to Recruiter   
by Barbara Burchfield 
 
Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray, SC, paid special tribute to C. Russell Jernigan for 40 years of service in the U. 
S. Coast Guard Auxiliary at the flotilla Change of Watch ceremony on December 1, 2014 in Chapin, SC.  
Flotilla Commander Festus Burchfield presented Jernigan with a framed Auxiliary Member Service Award 
signed by Rear Admiral John H. Korn, U. S. Coast Guard Seventh District.   Burchfield also thanked Jerni-
gan’s wife Janice for supporting him and the Coast Guard Auxiliary during his long term of service.   
 
Jernigan attributes his 40 year career in the Auxiliary to a boating incident that left him and his wife 
(fiancée at the time) stranded on a mud bar outside of Charleston harbor in the summer of 1973.  It was late 
afternoon and he tried everything he could think of to get his boat off the mud bar and into deeper water 
with no success.  He even tried flagging down boaters in the distance.  
 
As night approached and darkness set in, Jernigan proclaimed that it looked like the only thing that would 
help them was intervention from above.  Soon after, the undeniable rotary wing sound of “whoop-whoop-
whoop” got louder and louder in their direction.  Intervention did indeed come from above - in the form of 
a Coast Guard helicopter to the rescue! Jernigan and his fiancée were hoisted up into the helicopter by the 
choppers cable and basket system.  Apparently the Governor of South Carolina was on a boat that after-
noon and happened to notice Jernigan’s stranded boat, contacted the Coast Guard and set a rescue into mo-
tion.   
 
As if that wasn’t enough, the Coast Guard Auxiliary retrieved Jernigan’s boat off the mud bar the next day 
and towed it to a nearby launch for him.  Jernigan was impressed with the community service and kindness 
offered to the everyday recreational boater.  The next year he joined Flotilla 12-8 Charleston and became 
“that guy” himself as boat crew member assisting the public, long before commercial towing and recovery 
services were widely available. Later he became an instructor, teaching boating safety classes and public 
education courses.  With job relocation, he transferred to Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray in 1980. 
 
Jernigan held many leadership positions, including two terms at Division 12 Captain, but professes that his 
favorite and most enjoyable job was Personnel, now known as Human Resources. He enjoyed getting to 
know the people, recruiting them into the Coast Guard Auxiliary and helping them find a position that was 
personally rewarding for their volunteer time and talent. It’s a big move from rescued to recruiter.  
 
Retired as Assistant Vice President with the South Carolina Farm Bureau Insurance Companies in 2006, 
Jernigan enjoys living on the lake and touring with his pontoon. As an active member for Flotilla 12-3, he 
continues to offer his knowledge, assistance and a helping hand to the flotilla wherever he can.    

This article was submitted to District 7 “Connection” publication for the winter issue, and published in the local news media.  
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Welcome to Flotilla 12-3 Calvin and Hiroko Bowen 
We are pleased to announce two new members to Flotilla 12-3, Calvin and Hiroko Bowen.  Both mem-
bership  application packages are in process .  
 
Hiroko Bowen is originally from Naha City, Okinawa, Japan.  
She works fulltime in line production and in various stages of 
television assembly, production and testing. Her hobbies in-
clude cooking, Ikebana and tennis. 
 
Calvin Bowen also works as a Quality Assurance Tester  at the 
same company and serves on the Safety Committee. He 
served in the U.S. Navy as a Photographer’s Mate and attend-
ed the Sony Institute for video filming and editing. Duty sta-
tions include Japan and aboard the USS John F. Kennedy.  His 
hobbies are tennis, music and painting. 
 
Calvin and Hiroko have been married thirty-eight years and have four sons. 
 
Welcome aboard, Calvin and Hiroko!   
 

Crank up your Crock Pots! 

The Soup Cook Off  

is January 26 at 1800! 

 

Coast Guard Commemorative Stamp 
 
In August, two anniversaries for the U.S. 
Coast Guard will be remembered with a 
single commemorative forever stamp.   
 
The design shows an oil painting by artist 
William S. Phillips of the Coast Guard Cut-
ter Eagle with an MH-65 Dolphin helicop-
ter flying above. 

Bring your favorite soup to enter & share! 
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The December meeting  will be held at 1300  Monday December 29 The December meeting  will be held at 1300  Monday December 29 The December meeting  will be held at 1300  Monday December 29 

at the Lexington Library Conference Room, 5440 Augusta Road, Lex-at the Lexington Library Conference Room, 5440 Augusta Road, Lex-at the Lexington Library Conference Room, 5440 Augusta Road, Lex-

ington.  Flotilla Staff Officers and  interested members are encour-ington.  Flotilla Staff Officers and  interested members are encour-ington.  Flotilla Staff Officers and  interested members are encour-

aged to attend this planning session for 2015.aged to attend this planning session for 2015.aged to attend this planning session for 2015.   

 

Division 12 Quarterly Meeting & Change of Watch  

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary  

Twelfth Division, District 7  

January 17, 2015  

Litchfield Beach and Golf Resort  

14276 Ocean Highway; Pawley's Island/Litchfield, SC 29585  

Make hotel reservations directly with the Litchfield Beach and Golf Resort at 888-734-8228;  

Mention “US Coast Guard Auxiliary Dinner” to reserve one of the rooms in the room block;  

  

Schedule of Activities  

Saturday, January 17th  

1:00PM Commander’s Call & Division Meeting - Francis Marion Banquet  

6:00PM Reception – Cash Bar - Francis Marion Banquet  

7:00PM Change of Watch Banquet - Francis Marion Banquet  

2014 Auxiliary Anniversaries 

40 Years Russell Jernigan OCT 1974 

20 Years Stephen Pstrak  JAN 1994 

15 Years Carol Heller SEP 1999 

15 Years Tim Heller SEP 1999 

15 Years Lee Olson NOV 1999 

   5 Years Kenneth Plesser NOV 2009 
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Launching patrols from SouthShore Marina  
 

Coxswain Festus Burchfield launched operational facility (opfac) Voyager from SouthShore Marina on 
04DEC and 07DEC, wrapping up the patrols for 2014.   Thursday, 04DEC was crewed by Richard Beh-
ling, Flotilla 12-1 Lake Marion.  Sunday, 07DEC was crewed by Richard Behling with boat crew trainees 
Clay Goodwin and Scott Iverson.  SouthShore Marina is one of our boating safety partners on the lake. 

The Sunday mission included the repositioning of the flotilla boat from the boat lift to the trailer for the 
winter.  Because of the ramp condition, the boat was towed to Lighthouse Marina and trailered back to 
Flotilla Island by Barbara Burchfield .  It turned out to be a great training exercise and good fellowship.   

Photo courtesy of SouthShore Marina 
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Assignment to duty requirement and liability protection for Auxiliarists  
  

Flotilla 12-3 members who are on Auxiliary business should notify a flotilla elected or ap-
pointed officer by email or phone prior to the activity in order to satisfy the assignment to 
duty requirement for insurance liability protection.  This includes any Auxiliary business 
that is an independent activity, (examples: vessel safety checks, marine dealer visits, an un-
published meeting, flight physical, etc.).  

Note:  Some activities do not require prior notification, such as: 

Monthly scheduled flotilla meetings  

Scheduled events that appear on the web calendar or flotilla newsletter 

Surface and air operations under Coast Guard orders  

 

 

Source:  COMDINST 16790.1G 

Chapter 5, Section J.3. 

 
The protections discussed above are contingent upon a favorable determination that the Auxiliarist was acting within the 
scope of employment as a Federal employee. Two outside agencies, the DOL and DOJ, make that determination under Fed-
eral law. The Auxiliarists assignment to duty is a requirement before any statutory protections are available. If the Auxiliar-
ist is not assigned to duty, then the Auxiliarist cannot be characterized as a Federal employee and therefore cannot be 
acting within the scope of employment. 

 
To have the best possible chance of a favorable determination, the Auxiliarist should be prepared to document assignment 
to duty.  

 
The greater the quality and quantity of evidence that the Auxiliarist is able to produce to demonstrate assignment to duty, 
the greater the likelihood that the DOL or DOJ will make a favorable determination.  

 
The strongest possible evidence is that which demonstrates assignment to duty made prior to the incident in question. 
Examples may include verbal orders issued by an appropriate Coast Guard Order Issuing Authority (OIA) and documented 
by e-mail or unit logs prior to mission execution, or written orders issued by an appropriate Coast Guard OIA and received 
and acknowledged by an Auxiliarist prior to mission execution.  

 
Similarly, verbal authorizations from appropriate Auxiliary elected and/or appointed officers that are documented via tele-
phone log, e-mail, or other means, as well as written Auxiliary orders or duty rosters for authorized activities (see Table 5-
1) that are received and acknowledged by an Auxiliarist prior to mission execution, help constitute the strongest possible 
evidence of assignment to duty prior to an incident in question.  

 
Post-incident evidence is less persuasive, but may include affidavits and orders or duty rosters reduced to writing after the 
incident. The Auxiliarist ultimately bears the burden of producing evidence sufficient to support the claim that the Auxiliar-
ist has the status of a Federal employee. 

Reference:  DCPT-N, D7 (email 2-26-2014) 
Auxiliary Manual COMDINST 16790.1G 
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U. S. Coast Guard Cutter Hamilton Homeports in Charleston 
 

Commissioning of the USCGC Hamilton took place 1100 on December 6 at Union Pier Terminal in 
Charleston , S.C.  Captain Douglas Fear is the Commanding Officer.  

Construction of the Legend-class National Security Cutter took three years in Pascagoula, Miss. and 
has completed acceptance trials before arriving in Charleston in November.  The NSC are slated to re-
place the older 378 ft. cutters which have been in service from the 1960’s.  Hamilton is the sixth  cutter 
in a series named after Alexander Hamilton, the first Secretary of  the Treasury under President Abra-
ham Lincoln. According to the USCG historian's office, in 1790 Congress authorized the Secretary of 
the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton, to create a maritime service to enforce customs laws, alternately 
known as the system of cutters, Revenue Service and Revenue-Marine. 

Hamilton’s primary missions include Law Enforcement (Alien Migrant Interdiction Operations, Coun-
ter Narcotics and Living Marine Resources), Search and Rescue, Defense Operations and Home-
land Security.    

Cutter Characteristics    

Crew Capacity 109-143 Depending on Mission 

Length 418 Feet 

Draft  22.5 Feet 

Displacement 4,500 Long Tons 

Max Sustained Speed       28 Knots 

Endurance  60 Days 

Range  12,000 Nautical Miles 

For more information about  HAMILTON visit: 

http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cgchamilton/default.asp 

U. S. Coast Guard photo  

CAPT Douglas M. Fears 
Commanding Officer 

USCGC HAMILTON (WMSL 753) 
Charleston, South Carolina 

http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cgchamilton/default.asp
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Recent Boating Accident Reports provided by Florida Fish & Wildlife  

A reminder that boating education is critical to boating safety. 

 

Miami-Dade County, 10/11/14 - A 63 foot cabin cruiser being operated by a 49-year-old male was travelling 
north on the ICW in Biscayne Bay at approximately 10:00 p.m.   A 27 foot Proline was also on the ICW travelling 
in the opposite direction.  The 27 foot boat was being operated by a 33-year-old male with two occupants 
onboard, a 29-year-old female and a 23-year-old male.  The vessels collided, and the three people in the Proline 
were thrown overboard.  They were then struck by the cabin cruiser as it continued in its direction of travel dur-
ing the accident.  The female was fatally wounded, the 23-year-old male suffered serious injuries, and the 29-
year-old suffered non-life threatening injuries.  No one on the cabin cruiser was injured. 

 

Wakulla County, 10/19/14 - FWC was notified by USCG of an overdue sailboat being operated by a 60-year-old 
male.  The man was said to have been on his way to Carrabelle from St. Mark’s in his 27 foot Catalina sail-
boat.  USCG had a C-130 Hercules aircraft involved in the search.  Around 5:00 p.m., the crew of the Hercules 
located a sailboat matching the description about 50-miles south of St. Marks.  On Sunday at 7:00 a.m., a USCG 
small boat crew confirmed it was the sailboat belonging to the missing boater.  The operator was not onboard; 
however, his dog and belongings were.   To date he has not been found. 

 

Duval County, 10/27/14 - On the afternoon of October 26, a 60-year-old male left the marina at Julington Creek 
for an evening of fishing in his 18 foot skiff.  At approximately 8:30 p.m., he contacted his wife and advised her 
that his GPS was not working and that he was lost.  A short time later, he called her again and said he got the 
GPS working and he was headed back to the marina.  The next morning, the wife awoke and noticed her hus-
band had not made it home.  She contacted emergency services to report him overdue and then headed to the 
marina.  At the marina, she met with a deputy sheriff, and they walked out onto the dock.  They located a vessel 
tied to the dock by the stern line only, its navigation lights turned on.  The wife believed it to be his ves-
sel.  While looking over the boat, the deputy pulled the bow line that was hanging in the water.  The body of the 
operator surfaced from underneath the vessel with his arm entangled in the bow line.     

 

Miami-Dade County, 11/16/14:  Three males were fishing from a 23 foot Mako boat approximately 5 miles 
north east of Boca Chita Key.   Around 5:00 p.m. the vessel began taking on water because of being anchored at 
the stern.  The vessel capsized and the operator, a 44-year-old male, and his 16-year-old son entered the wa-
ter.  The 71-year-old grandfather was trapped in the cabin.  The operator was able to pull him free of the vessel 
and perform CPR.  They all drifted with the vessel until they were able to get a signal on a cell phone.  The Miami
-Dade Fire Department arrived on scene and took over emergency aid for the grandfather.  He was later airlifted 
to Mercy hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.  

 

Palm Beach County, 11/16/14 - At approximately 5:00 p.m., FWC received a call about a bass boat running in 
circles at a high rate of speed in the rim canal near red marker 89 of Lake Okeechobee.  Officers arrived in the 
area and located the 18 foot boat resting against the bank of Tree Island with the motor running.  The only dam-
age to the vessel noted was the passenger backrest of the seat was ripped off and lying on the back deck of the 
boat.  A call was made to the registered owner’s address, and the wife confirmed that the 62-year-old owner/
operator was out fishing alone.  A search began with no results.  A few days later, the body of the deceased op-
erator was located in the lake. 
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IT’S NO JOKE! 

Boater will reimburse Coast Guard $12,000 after flare incident 

U.S. Coast Guard via WBBH-TV    Share    

 

An Ormond Beach, Florida, resident is paying the Coast Guard full restitution for the misuse of flares 

from a February 2014 incident in St. Petersburg, Florida.  

 

On Nov. 30, Sean C. Moran made his first payment toward the $12,752.35 that he must reimburse the 

Coast Guard for the cost of responding to his false distress signal. Moran agreed to pay the restitution 

as well as abstain from alcohol use, write an apology letter to the Coast Guard, complete 70 hours of 

community service and attend a boating safety course.   

 

Individuals who make false distress calls may be fined up to $250,000 and serve up to six years in pris-

on.  

 
GoodShop and GoodSearch -  
Good for the CG Auxiliary Association 
 

 

What if Coast Guard Auxiliary Association (CG AuxA) earned a donation every time 
you searched the Internet? Or how about if a percentage of every purchase you made 
online went to support the Association? Well, now it can! 
 
GoodSearch.com is a Yahoo-powered search engine that donates half its advertising revenue, about a penny per 
search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just as you would any search engine, get quality search results from 
Yahoo, and watch the donations add up. 
 
GoodShop.com is an online shopping mall which donates up to 30 percent of each purchase to our organization. Hun-
dreds of great stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, eBay, Macy's, and Barnes and Noble, have teamed up 
with GoodShop. Every time you place an order, you'll be supporting our Association. 
 
If you download the GoodSearch Coast Guard Auxiliary Association (CG AuxA) toolbar, our Association will earn mon-
ey every time you shop and search online - even if you forget to go to GoodShop or GoodSearch first. Add the Coast 
Guard  AuxA toolbar at http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/coast-guard-auxiliary-association-cg-auxa 

http://strongmail1.multiview.com:80/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2120153&messageid=2120153&databaseid=Mailing.DS120153.2120153.103429&serial=17302717&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2070&&&http://mu
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2120153&messageid=2120153&databaseid=Mailing.DS120153.2120153.103429&serial=17302717&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2071&&&http
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2120153&messageid=2120153&databaseid=Mailing.DS120153.2120153.103429&serial=17302717&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2072&&&http
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2120153&messageid=2120153&databaseid=Mailing.DS120153.2120153.103429&serial=17302717&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2073&&&http
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2120153&messageid=2120153&databaseid=Mailing.DS120153.2120153.103429&serial=17302717&emailid=bdburchfield@earthlink.net&userid=31870808&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2074&&&http
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/coast-guard-auxiliary-association-cg-auxa
http://www.goodshop.com/?charityid=126379
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Communications CM Kenneth Plesser 

Communication Services CS Barbara Burchfield 

Diversity DV Peggy Peterson 

Finance FN Barbara Burchfield 

Human Resources HR Festus Burchfield 

Information Systems IS Michael Mikutaitis 

Materials MA Michael Mikutaitis 

Marine Safety MS Scott Iverson 

Member Training MT Barbara Burchfield 

Operations OP Festus Burchfield 

Public Affairs PA Billy Lindsay 

Publications PB Barbara Burchfield 

Public Education PE Kent McCoin 

Program Visitation PV Scott Iverson 

Secretary/Records SR Lucy Wingard 

Vessel Examinations VE Clay Goodwin 

Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray - 2015 Leadership  
www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com  

Members are invited and encouraged to become Staff Officer Assistants  and team members.  We also need grant 
writers, mentors, member training specialty instructors, and volunteers to help with special community events and 
projects.   Contact the Staff Officer, Flotilla Commander or Vice Commander  with your area of interest .  We’re 
better with all of us working together.  

Chairman, National Safe Boating Week John Mezynski 

Parade Coordinator Stephen Pstrak 

Flotilla Commander FC Festus Burchfield 

Vice Commander VFC Clay Goodwin 

  Flotilla Staff Officers 

  Special Event Appointments 

http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com

